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CIGARETTE LABELING AND ADVERTISING 


There are sueli warnings on a variety of dangerous products, from 
iodine up and down rlie spectrum. There should be a warning on 
•cigarette packages. I cannot see how we can expect success in our 
efforts to build sound behavior patterns on cigarerte smoking among 
the young unless the Congress takes this step—and demonstrates tlie 
Government's recognition of the danger of cigarette smoking. 

May I emphasize the fact that we feel in the American Cancer 
Society that governmental recognition, official recognition of this 
problem, is critically important/and this is one of the things that 
labeling will accomplish. • 

Now in the two bills we are discussing there is some difference in 
the additional material which is ro be added on cigarette packages. 
S. 5 47 refers to “incriminated agent" and says that the average vie Id 
of each as determined by the Federal Trade Commission to contribute 
to the medical hazards of smoking must be listed. S. 559 requires a 
statement of the average tar and nicotine yield. 

Either of these provisions seem to me excellent. I do want to 
nyike it clear that for 5 years the American Cancer Society has urged 
11 1 a,n lLi]J l.LLUiii 1.1 eiUU,0.1 toba cco smok e 

be labeled^ Our thinking is as follows: ITifortnnarelv, there are 
Piany. people n ow so'srroTtL^^ smokmirdrlrnt they 

ipdj_L impossible to give tin the habit even though they earnestly 
c jesire to do so . 

These .peop 1 e_ wisi lJ o.snioke-the.Jgast harmful cigarette available 
o n_the market, and I think the filter sales have reflected this . At the 
present time there is no satisfactory way for tlie consumer to judge 
the relative merits of different brands of cigarettes from the point of 
view of tar and nicotine. And there lias been a change in this situa¬ 
tion recently with the development of elFective tests that have been 
accepted by the Bureau of Standards as being reliable indications of 
tar and nicotine content. Kawe^er^tFereJs^ddeiice from the Cancer 
p revent ion Study of rlie American Cancer Society, in winch we are 
jQllowi ng._lUOO t dno persons for U years, that people who sinoTce~ig^ 
JG T^tesJ.Qw.in nicotine and tar content cough less than people wh o 
smoke cigarettes high in nicotine and tar. A conriiiueil couglq we 
have found, is a danger signal that may point to lung cancer. A 
£uml>er of scientists feel that it is likely that low-tar, low-nicotine 
cigarettes may i>e le^s seriously harmful than other cigarettes. 


X can see no sound reason lor not requiring cigarettes to give the 
tar and nicotine content, and I see many possible advantages. We re¬ 
quire labeling of content on a great variety of products, why not on 
cigarettes? 

However, the label on packages is not enough—it is imperative, as 
this bill provides, that every radio and television commercial, every 
advertisement, carry a statement like this: 


Caution—Habitual Cigarette Smoking: is Injurious to Health. 

This explanatory tag for commercials is not unlike that required 
today on political Advertisements when individuals are running for 
public oflice. There is a (Inference in the degree of danger involved 
however. [Laughter.] *" ! 

A protective advertising label will put the individual on the alert, 
reminding him again and again of the serious threat to health in 
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